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On 17 March 1968, Company B lst Battalion (Airborme) 5034 Infontrr, 1734 Alrhofn
Brigade, was conducting a search and destroy oreration in the vicinitv of Fontam
Rerublie of Vietnam, During the day the company was in heavy contact with a rein
forced NVA Company while trying to take Hill 1000, The comprnv met hesvw resis-
tance from small arms and automatic weapons fire plus sore rifle srenades and mor-
tar rounds, The enemy was well entrenched on the objective and the commanv had ad-
vanced =8 far as it could for the day, The decision was made to dipg-in and held
what ground had been gained. The company had pushed up =0 cleose to enem poeitions
that many positions were dug from the prone position, The enemv wasr't rmore than
twenty meters away in the thick jungle, Narkness hegan to set in, "hen it was food
and dark the enemy started to probe the perimeter with grenades and emall arms,
Their cbjective was to dislodge us from cur present rosition and push us back dewm
the hill, Platoon Sergeant L.S. Roby's sectior of the perimeter was the -ést vuner-
able because of the promimity of the enemy, He was acting FPlatoon Teader, A1l the
enemy's efforts were directed toward PSC Roby's sector. A1l during the night the
enemy probed the perimeter and made six attempts to pemetrate the perimeter, Tur-
ing this time PSC Roby was moving from hole to hole checking his men, He 'ept thie
up 21l night never letting up to sleap, PSC Roby was dangerously axposing himself
to enemy fire by moving around. His untiring efforts in repeatly cheeking on his
men and their positions is attributed to denving the enemy an opportunity to launch
a successful probe, Had PSC Roby not dangerously exposed himself in ehecking and
and rallying his men, the company would of lost what groumd it had pained during
the dav, On several occaslons he had to dash for cover hecause he was esnpht in
the open as a barrage of enemy grenades cae flying in the verimeter. At tinmes

his men had to abandon thelr positions because of the grenades, but 797 Tchv ale
ways went back to the position with the man to help him reestsblish himse1f and”
the position., When morning came, there was four NVA desd in front of his emector,
The ability of T°G Roby as a brave and determined combat leader is what héld his
platoon together through the night and kept the company from heing overun,
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